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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, RP, CH, TW 

SUBJECT: PHILIPPINE RELATIONS WITH CHINA AND TAIWAN 

1. GRC AMBASSADOR LIU CHIEH ASKED ME MAY 17 WHETHER I 
COULD CONFIRM THAT PRESIDENT MARCOS WOULD LEAVE FOR PEKING 
EARLY IN JUNE. I SAID WE HAD RECEIVED SUCH INFORMATION 
DIRECTLY FROM A PHILIPPINE CABINET OFFICER, AND I 
THEREFORE ASSUMED IT WAS VALID. 

2. LIU THEN ASKED WHETHER I COULD CONFIRM THAT GOP PLANNED 
BREAK RELATIONS WITH TAIPEI PRIOR RPT PRIOR TO MARCOS TRIP 
TO PEKING. I SAID WE HAD HEARD RUMORS TO THAT EFFECT BUT 
THAT THEY HAD NOT RPT NOT BEEN CONFIRMED BY ANY GOP 
OFFICIAL WITH AUTHORITY. 

3. LIU THEN SAID HE FELT HIS GOVERNMENT SHOULD ACT TO BREAK 
RELATIONS WITH GOP BEFORE GOP TAKES INITIATIVE. HE SAID 

HE WAS RECOMMENDING THIS COURSE OF ACTION TO TAIPEI. 
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4. COMMENT: GRC EMBASSY IS USUALLY WELL INFORMED ABOUT 
MATTERS TRANSPIRING IN OFFICIAL CIRCLES HERE WHICH IMPINGE 
ON TAIPEI'S INTERESTS. ALTHOUGH WE HAVE HEARD RUMORS 
THAT GOP INTENDS TO ANNOUNCE BREAK IN RELATIONS WITH TAIPEI 
AT TIME MARCOS DEPARTS FOR PEKING (PRESUMABLY EITHER JUNE 
5 OR JUNE 7) WE HAVE NOTHING TO CONFIRM THIS RUMOR. I 
WOULD DOUBT GRC WOULD ACT ON BASIS MERE RUMOR. BUT IT WOULD 
BE USEFUL TO HAVE EMBASSY TAIPEI'S VIEWS ON WHETHER GRC 
WOULD ATTACH SOME SIGNIFICANCE TO ACTION ANTICIPATING GOP 
BREAK IN RELATIONS. 
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